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Restoring sight, transforming lives

NAVEEN KUMAR TALLAM
@ Karimnagar

YECARE is in the news

these days with the State

government screening la-

khs of people under the
Kanti Velugu programme,
while others, such as YouTube
celebrity Jimmy Donaldson,
popularly known as ‘MrBeast’,
paying for the eye surgeries of
1,000 people.

However, the Lions Club of
Karimnagar Dr Bhaskar Mad-
hekar Charitable Eye Hospital,
in Rekurthi, on the outskirts of
Karimnagar, has been around
since February 20, 1988 and
serving the marginalised from
rural areas of the State.

Visitors to the organisation's
website are greeted by a quote
by Hellen Keller, the American
author, disability rights advo-
cate, political activist and lec-
turer, who was the inspiration
for the hospital. A message by
Dr Madhekar points to the lack
of proper eye care for villagers
in the ‘backward regions of
north Telangana’. With the

A staffer of the Dr Bhaskar Madhekar
Charitable Eye Hospital checks a
patient

motto to serve the poor and
needy, the hospital has helped
transform the lives of many. In
the past 35 vears, it has carried
out 89,324 free surgeries and
screened over 7.27 lakh people
apart from conducting 896 out-
reach camps.

Speaking to TNIE, hospital
chairman Konda Venu Murthy
credits the doctors and staff for

‘being able to give wings to
such an ambitious initiative’.
The doctors and staffers, who
truly embody the spirit of serv-

ice, will be felicitated soon, he
adds.

While cataract is one of the
most significant issues affect-
ing the sight of the Indian pop-
ulation, Murthy says they also
have a retina department and
centres to treat glaucoma and
squint. Recently, they carried
out eye screening camps in gov-
ernment schools and found
that about 30 per cent of the
students have sight issues.
Spending too much time watch-
ing content on smartphones
and other devices and lack of
nutritious food impair the chil-
dren's sight, he adds.

With six experienced doctors
and 58 medical staffers, the in-
stitution is on par with corpo-
rate hospitals, Murthy says,
adding that they recently in-
stalled the latest equipment
such as the 10L Master, among
others.

He assures that they will con-
tinue holding camps in govern-
ment schools but desires to
make eye care affordable even
for residents in rural pockets
of the State.
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Rekurti Eye Hospital bringing
light in lives for decades

* Former PM PV Narsimha
Rao visited this hospital

¢ Many CMs, Union and
State Ministers and
Tridandi Chinajiyar Swamy
visited this hospital and
praised its services

(THIRUNAGARI
VENKATESHWARA SWAMY)
KARIMNAGAR

AIMING at community service, the
Lions Club, which is conducting vol-
untary programmes is preparing to
share its services to the world on the
occasion of 35th anniversary of the
construction of an eye hospital in
Rekurthi.

Recognising the importance of
eyesight, the Lions Club members are
gearing up for a wider campaign. In
1981, 3.30 acres of government land
in Rekurthi was purchased and an eye
hospital was constructed by Dr

E’.j‘i‘:nu:s u:f
A ’g"'gglfc’ I;"i

SIS duds s
Il ']

Rekurti Eye Hospital

Bhaskar Madekar.

After the death of Dr. Madekar on
February 20, 1988, in his honour the
Lions Club of Karimnagar was named
as Dr Bhaskar Madekar Charitable
Eye Hospital. It has become popular
in the State. People come here from
different places for medical services
besides Telangana.

It gave eyesight to the poor. Many
have praised the services of this hos-
pital. Former PM PV Narsimha Rao
visited this hospital when he was the
Minister of Human Resource Devel-
opment. Many CMs, Union and State
Ministers and Tridandi Chinajiyar
Swamy visited this hospital and

21/02/2023 WARANGAL Pg 03

praised its services.

Around 7, 27,892 patients have
been examined so far by experienced
doctors and advanced machinery was
made available. More than seven lakh
people received general eye treatment
and more than 1.55 lakh people un-
derwent free eye operations.

There are six experienced doctors
and 58 paramedical staff and two
buses to bring patients from rural ar-
eas. Today the Trust Board is trying
to update in every way. On the occa-
sion of completing 35 years, arrange-
ments have been made to organise
the celebrations.

Since last year, Lions Club has
been giving food to 300 people in the
government hospital every Wednes-
day and feeding 300 people in the
Gandhi Road in the market every
Saturday.

Karimnagar Lions Club, started
in October 1973 by Dr. Bhaskar
Madekar as President and former
MLA Bomma Venkanna as General
Secretary, completed 50 years. A park
has been developed in Vavilapalli.
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Read lions club of Karimnagar Dr.Madhekar
Charitable Eye Hospital e magazine.

Kindly accept my hearty congratulations for the
very thought of bringing out e magazine of
hospital. It is very much in keeping with the
changing trends. The information provided is
very comprehensive and complete. Hope it will
reach more people through this platform and
maximum number will be able to utilize your
hospital's complete eye care facilities apart
from routine cataract. Kudos to the whole team.
All the best.

Dr. Raghuraman
L C Karimnagar
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Lions Club of Karimnagar

Dr. Bhaskar Madhekar Charitable
Eye Hospital
February performance.

Total OP saw: 2100

Total outreach camps: 19

Total surgeries performed: 911

Free surgeries: 328

Payment surgeries: 583

Number of schools camps organized:13
A Total number of students screened: 1904
Students referred to an eye hospital for
vision error: 262

Number of Retina OP: 36

Number of OCTs: 20

Number of injections given to retina
patients: 8

Number of Glaucoma patients: 18
Number of VFA: 4

Number of layers: 2

Number of Squints OP: 19

Number of squint surgery performed :1
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